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Keeping You Informed
This month in pictures

The HEAD lines
Welcome back to the new term. The summer term is one
that is traditionally very busy and this year will be no
different. Before the month is out we will have hosted
another evening event, the Leavers’ Concert for the Music
Department. This has always been an evening full of high
quality performance, and provides an opportunity for students to perform to an
audience.
This term marks the start of the external examinations for our GCSE and A level
students. This is the culmination of 2 years of work and we are all working to
help ensure the students are able to demonstrate their potential and build upon
the marks they have already achieved through their controlled assessments and
other module examinations. Both Year 11 and Year 13 students will be looking
forward to their Proms during the term, which is a highlight for them and the
staff who join them to support the events.
The last week of the spring term saw all of our Year 10 students taking part in
Work Experience, which has once again proved to be very successful. I would
like to thank Ms Hull, Mrs Harvey and their team for all their work in leading the
organisation of this, as well as thanking all of the employers who have taken
students from the school. The experience gained from spending time working
alongside adults in a working environment is invaluable and adds to their Work
Related Learning.
The summer term also brings a time when we will allow students to move to the
summer uniform arrangements. Clearly the weather will help to decide the best
time for this, however we will inform the students when these arrangements will
take effect. This is not a time for students to wear non uniform items, however
we will reinforce this with students.
You will see an article later in this edition of our newsletter regarding the
Olympic Torch Relay which is coming to Cheltenham on the 23rd May. We have
had to consider the implications of this for the school and would ask that you
take time to read the article so that, as parents, you are aware.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
Follow us on twitter @Cleeve_School
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Parent Portal
In this months issue you will find;

Consultation on a Prohibition of driving at peak times on Gotherington Lane, Bishops Cleeve.

Olympic Torch Relay information.

Cheltenham Schools’ Art Association

School Garden News

Poetry Slam 2012

Leavers Concert

Sports Report

Archery is coming to Cleeve

Gloucestershire Schools Championship

Work Experience news

Cleeve School Ski Trip to Austria

Year 12 Trip to Oxford and Cambridge Student Conference.

Homework Club
in Explore

MAY
7th
8th
18th
14th—29th June
15th

Bank Holiday
PTFA AGM, 18.00
Sixth Form Ball
External Examinations
Years 10—13
House Dance Competition, 19.00

Monday - Thursday
3.15pm - 4.30pm



JUNE
2nd—10th
14th

Half Term Holiday
Gifted and Talented Evening, 17.00

Stimulating and calm
environment



Homework support
and assistance



In support of Anti-Racism week, on Monday 30th
April, students were asked to donate £1 and not
wear their uniform to school. Sixth Form students
had the opportunity to dress smartly for the
suggested donation of £1.
The students raised money for BeatBullying
Registered Charity 1097631. We will let you know in
the May newsletter how much was raised.
Cleeve School Anti-Bullying Committee



Open to all years



Resources available


For further details
please contact Mrs
Patel

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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Parent Portal
Consultation on a Prohibition of driving at peak times on
Gotherington Lane, Bishops Cleeve
The school has received details of a consultation in relation to a Prohibition of Driving for peak times on
Gotherington Lane, related to the Homelands development. The school will provide its own response, however
parents may wish to respond directly themselves. The details provided by Gloucestershire Highways are
“…to provide a Prohibition of Driving during peak times for motorised traffic except buses on a section of
Gotherington Lane. The closure will be Monday to Friday from 07:00 to 09:00 and 17:00 to 19:00. The
closure will be effective on the length of Gotherington Lane . This will restrict movements in both directions on
Gotherington Lane between these hours.
The junction of Gotherington Lane with Station Road is tight with poor visibility. There are concerns that
increased traffic generated by the Homelands development may lead to conflicts at this junction. There is no
scope to increase visibility at this junction or improve this junction. These proposals aim to reduce additional
traffic at this junction during peak times, therefore reducing the likelihood of conflicts.
Drivers will be able to pass through the homelands development to travel between Gotherington and Bishops
Cleeve at all times of the day/night.”
We have included a copy of the drawing we received. If you do want to respond to this consultation, please do
so to by replying to Antonia.barnes@gloucestershire.gov.uk with a reference of ‘POD Gotherington Lane , by
8th May 2012. The original information provided does state that any comment made cannot be treated as
confidential.
Rob Broadbridge

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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In the Community
Olympic Torch Relay
As I am sure many of you will be aware the Olympic Torch Relay route will be passing through the
Cheltenham and Gloucester area on the 23rd and 24th May. Details of the routes and timings can be found at
either of these links http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=108082 or http://
www.london2012.com/olympic-torch-relay-map .
Given that this is during the school week, we have looked at the potential implications for the school, staff,
students and parents during this time. Whilst we believe the overall impact to be minimal, there are some
potential aspects which we want to make you aware of.
On the 23rd May, the torch relay ends at Cheltenham racecourse, arriving at about 6.30 pm. This is some
time after the end of school, so should not affect transport home at the end of the school day. We have been
informed that there will be road closures in the area around the finish, up to 2 hours before, so staff have
been asked to consider the impact for parents, should they need to
travel past this area in order to collect students who have stayed on after
school.
On the 24th May the relay begins from Gloucester, from about 8.15 am.
This should not affect any student travelling to school in the morning,
although there may be extra traffic on the roads as others avoid the
Gloucester area as they travel to work.

Cheltenham Schools’ Art Association
Exhibition Dates – 31st March – 26th May at leisure@cheltenham
Fourteen year 7 - 9 students were selected to have their final piece, based on a
self-portraiture, on display at the Cheltenham Schools’ Art Exhibition. These
students had their work chosen because of their high standards and excellent
imagining skills. This year’s exhibition is taking place at “Leisure@Cheltenham”
Tommy Taylor’s Lane, Cheltenham, GL52 4RN due to the temporary closure of
the Art Gallery and Museum for their new building work.

Well done to Harry Lane, Harry Shepherd, Katie Sheen, Daniel Evans, Jacob Parsons,
India Baller-Theyer, Sophie Jenkins, Megan Hursthouse, William Pennels, Alicia Burd,
Rebecca Mills, Carly O’Connor, Megan Evans and Cameron Andrews.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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School scoops
.

School Garden News
At the end of last Year we told you all about our Year 10 project to get the school
garden established as a suitable place for some quiet reflection during times of
stress.
At the beginning of this year, Seven Vale Housing were kind enough to sponsor us to the tune of £700 for
planting and some shelter for the garden. We have therefore been able to order two pagodas and many plants
for the area.
At the end of last term Masons and Stokes a local Stone Masons contacted us having received one of our
letters asking for donations, and have very generously offered us a further £2000 for the garden. We will now
be able to install a pond and seating within the garden, and some larger more well established plants. We also
hope to retain some of this money for use over the following years to keep the Garden up and running.
The total amount Year 10 have raised to date for this project stands at £3008 having received a further £100
from Moog Controls and the rest obtained from students holding raffles/cake sales, a sponsored walk and a
competition to fill a bottle with pennies. Students should very soon be able to see the garden take shape and
we are confident that it will be ready for them to use at the start of the next school year.
More news on our community “Big Dig Day” to follow.
Mrs Vyvyan-Dean

Poetry Slam 2012
On the evening of Thursday 19th April, the English Department took two teams of
Year 8 students to the second annual Poetry Slam competition at the Town
Hall. The event is part of Cheltenham Poetry Festival and is quickly becoming
the largest event on the programme.
The evening offered a lively atmosphere and great entertainment. It was
wonderful to see young people so confident in their performances and enjoying
poetry.
Poet ‘Spoz’ at our school
Poetry Slam
Our teams competed against groups
from five other Gloucestershire schools
and, although we didn’t bring home a cup this year, students
performed imaginative and well executed poems. Our students were
a credit to the school and a pleasure to accompany to the event. It
was great to see so many of our Cleeve parents supporting their
children at this event and providing the transport to make it possible.

Thank you to everyone, Mrs Bailey

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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School scoops
LEAVERS CONCERT 2012
Well done to all students who took part in the Leavers’ Concert on Wednesday 25th April in
the Main Hall. It was a lovely evening full of outstanding performances by everybody, but
particular congratulations must go to Jacob Hodges and Georgina Smith for their vocal
solos in the Circle of Life from The Lion King, and also to Felicity Dell-Smith who sang
beautifully. The Jazz Band performed Diggin’ on James Brown – a soul/funk classic sung
by Jordan Mansfield and the Senior Choir sang Nella Fantasia.
Special awards were presented by Mr Keir to students who have particularly excelled, and these will be
recognised again at Achievement Evening in October.

The winners were:
Amelie North
Rebecca Rawet-Smith
Hannah Castle
Rosie Clutson
Felicity Dell-Smith
David Veal
Joe Marcer
Sam White
Soph Isherwood

Most promising Year 7 Musician
Most promising Year 7 Musician
Excellent participation in Music at Key Stage 3
Excellent participation in Music at Key Stage 3
For demonstrating excellent instrumental development
For loyalty and commitment to Music in Year 13
For loyalty and commitment to Music in Year 13
For loyalty and commitment to Music in Year 13
For loyalty and commitment to Music in Year 13

A HUGE well-done to all these students who have passed their music
exams this term. Lots of hard work and effort went in to the preparation
for these exams, and it is excellent to see so many successes!
Chris Jackson:
Richard Churchill:
Sophie Isherwood:
Max Comley:
Alexis Munro:
Sam White:
Sam Caswell-Midwinter:
Johanna Grant:
Philippa Gray:
Kathryn Holter:
Holly McAnoy:
Rebecca Rawet-Smith:
Harriet Seabright:
Megan Clapton:
David Veal:
Madeleine Morrall:

Grade 4 Violin with Distinction
Grade 4 Violin with Merit
Grade 8 Jazz Saxophone with Merit
Grade 5 Clarinet
Grade 6 Piano with Distinction
Grade 8 Jazz Trumpet
Grade 8 Drums with Merit
Grade 1 Flute
Grade 2 Flute with Merit
Grade 3 Flute with Merit
Grade 3 Flute
Grade 2 Flute with Merit
Grade 3 Flute
Grade 2 Piano with Merit
Grade 5 Piano
Grade 3 Piano

COMING SOON
The Jazz Band performing at the
Cheltenham International Jazz
Festival
on Saturday 5th May
at 11.15am
in the Montpellier Gardens.
Key Stage 3 trip to London to see
the Lion King on 23rd May.
Little Shop of Horrors
10th, 11th and 12th July.
Music Department Tour
to Madrid in February 2013.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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Sports Report
2012 Youth Sports Trust Young Sports
Ambassador Programme
On Wednesday 18th April the Year 12 Young Sports Ambassadors,
James Butler and Anna Waters, along with the adiStar ambassadors
( Kirsten Welsh, Tayla Archibald, Philippa Skinner, Georgie Rafferty,
Cameron Humphries and Matt Bailey) visited Grangefield Primary
School to give a presentation on the Olympic and Paralympic values
and to introduce the Year 3 and 4 children to a sports competition
called ‘QuadKids’ that is being run across the Cheltenham School
Sports Network during this term. Following their presentation the
Sports Ambassadors led the children in a taster circuit of the 4 events
that make up a ‘QuadKids’ competition. Unfortunately heavy rain
interrupted the practical session which was a shame as the students
were really enjoying trying out the events. The Ambassadors have been invited to return to Grangefield at a later
date, to further assist in the delivery of the QuadKids competition . They are also hoping to take the presentation
to other primary schools in the cluster during the term.

Year 9 Cheltenham School Sports
Network Leadership Academy
On Friday 20th April five Year 9 students from Cleeve attended
the second ‘Leadership Academy’ session run by the
Cheltenham School Sports Network. During the day the leaders
participated in two practical workshops; in the first workshop the
leaders were set tasks focussing on their coaching skills whilst in
the second session the leaders were led by trainee referees from
the University of Gloucestershire in officiating skills. The leaders
will have opportunities to develop these skills further in
forthcoming events being run by the sports network later this
term.

Archery is coming to Cleeve!
An 8 week course for beginners will be run on
Wednesdays after school, 3.30 – 4.30pm,
for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 students
Cost - FREE
For further information see Mrs Turner in PE.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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Sports Report

Reports from Mrs Howells-Joll

Year 10 Netball Team Maydent
Tournament-Winners
On Saturday March 17th, the Year 10 Netball Team (including
two year 9 students) won the Maydent Netball Tournament.
They played well from the first whistle, and the squad
supported each other throughout. There were some high
scoring games for including a19-2 against Pates.
The semi final saw us face Farmors School. It was a close 1st
half but the girls pulled away in the 2nd to win the match 8-4.
The final was against Stroud High and should have been a straight forward win. It turned out to be a closer
match than we anticipated and we were losing at half time. Cleeve were the better team and decided to play in
the 2nd half, eventually winning the game 6-4.
Congratulations to all the girls that took part: Ellie Knight, Eleanor Brinkhoff (Captain), Ellie Mackman (Year 9),
Jess Butler, Anna Martin, Sophie Haskins, Kyra Castellani, Sian White (Year 9), Hannah Andrews, Jess
Osborne, & Pippa Rawlinson.

Girls In sport Evening
nd

On Thursday 22 the annual GIS evening was held. It was
another successful event with over 100 girls attending. The
hosts Hannah Mackenzie and Anna Waters did a
fabulous job. The evening was attended by Lauren Brooks,
who has just been selected for the U19 England squad. It
was lovely to hear some of the stories and memories of the
season. There were many winners on the evening and the
final award of “Sports Woman of the Year” went to Eleanor
Brinkhoff. I hope next year we can replicate the success of
this year, and continue to go from strength to strength.
Thank you for all your hard work and commitment to
training! Bring on next season.

Year 7, 8 & 9 Netball Tour

On Friday 23rd March 35 girls went on a Netball
Tour to PGL Liddington. The girls were very
excited and I think most of them had packed
enough clothes & sweets for a week. The teams
played about 6 matches each on the Saturday,
and when they weren’t playing they could go off
and try some of the activities. The girls played
with grit and determination, and came up against
some very good schools from Birmingham and
London. The Year 7 team were successful in
winning the tournament. All in all it was a brilliant
weekend, with lovely warm weather- which Mrs
Joll liked. I would like to say a massive thank you
to the girls for their behaviour and the standard of
their netball. The girls were a real credit to the
school. Well done.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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Sports Report
Well done Victoria
The annual Gloucestershire Schools Golf Championship was this year held on Monday the 2nd April at
Lilley Brook Golf Club in Cheltenham. This year’s event was well supported with forty eight competitors from 17
different schools turning up to battle it out for a chance to qualify for the South West Finals in May, which could
ultimately lead to qualification for the National Finals, and an opportunity to represent the English Schools team.
The weather on the day was good and the course, as always, was in excellent condition, but the hard ground
and greens resulted in a tough day, and this was reflected in the scoring.
The girls’ gross division produced a clear winner as Victoria Wakeley-Jones from Cleeve School produced a
score of 80 to win by five shots from Abi Kennedy from Hartpury College. Victoria was defending the title that
she’s won for the past two years and retained it in convincing fashion. With a handicap of six and still only 14,
Victoria continues to be one of Gloucestershire’s brightest young prospects and, along with Abi Kennedy, Laura
Whittard and Rachel Evill, will represent Gloucestershire at the South West Finals.
http://www.hartpury.ac.uk/Hartpury-College/Hartpury-News/Successful-day-at-the-Gloucestershire-Schools-Golf-Championships/

Exert taken from Hartpury News.

Curriculum matters
Year 10 students completed an enjoyable week of work experience before the

Easter break, having
the opportunity to experience what it is like to go to work while gaining new skills. The feedback from staff and
employers has been inspiring, with students enjoying a new challenge.
Ashleigh Farrand pictured below, went to Gloucestershire College and worked in The Renaissance Restaurant.
She received an excellent reference from the Operations Manager who said “She has proved to be a very good
conscientious student who gets on well with the team and is a credit to her school”. Sophie Haskins went to
Riding for the Disabled and enjoyed every part of her work experience. She was very much involved in caring
for the ponies and was a very valuable member of the team. Lauren Bott had a great week at Winchcombe
Bakery, and the Manager said “Lauren has worked really hard, she had brilliant people skills and a very
positive attitude”. Thanks to Mrs Curruthers who visited all three students and took these photographs.
Well done to all of Year 10, the feedback from employers has been amazing.

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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Out and About
Cleeve School Ski Trip to Austria
During the February half-term, a group of 43 students and 6 teachers
travelled to Austria to go skiing and snowboarding. We left at 16:00
and arrived at Dover for our ferry only to find out that we had missed
it. This was because of a prolonged stop at passport control. After
passing through, we had to wait an hour for the next ferry. When we
arrived at Calais we had a 15 hour journey to Radstadt, that took us
over 20 hours due to traffic around Munich. After arriving at the hotel,
we put our suitcases in the lobby and went to collect our skiing and
snowboarding equipment. Then we were designated our rooms and
we rushed upstairs to check them out. We had a great view of the
mountain from our room and could see the lifts up to the top.
On the first day of skiing, the groups were chosen. The first thing that the beginners learned was how to put on
your skis. Some people couldn’t do this so it took quite a long time. After completing a series of basic turns, we
broke for lunch. This was the regular set up for each day. We then had another two hours of exercises in the
afternoon and by the end of the first day we could all at least stand upright. In the evenings we had a variety of
activities to take part in. After getting changed from our skiing gear, we had the option to go down to the German
version of Aldi, called ‘Hofer’ and buy sweets and drinks. On other nights, the teachers organised bingo (Year
11’s cheated badly!! ), a quiz, swimming and ice skating. Also, on the last night we had a sports night which was
a really good way to release all of the unspent energy from the day. This was a really fantastic experience and I
can’t wait to go again! Ross Strangwood, Year 10.
This was the first Cleeve School Ski trip for a few years and was a resounding success. All students and staff
enjoyed some of the best conditions in the Alps in 30 years, with fresh powder snow and even some sunshine!
The students were exceptionally well behaved and were a real credit to the school and their families.
Mr. Travis, Ski Trip organiser.

Year 12 Trip to Oxford and Cambridge Student
Conference
On March 19th a group of Year 12 students were given the opportunity to attend a conference in Leicester about
applying to Oxford and Cambridge Universities. The first lecture provided us with an overview of life at
‘Oxbridge’; they covered everything from the unique style of teaching, the world class facilities through to
accommodation and the night life! After that we were able to choose various subject specific seminars where
we learnt about the nature of the courses and the grades that would need to be achieved to get onto these
courses. We found it gave us a valuable insight into how to make a strong application. It also allowed us to think
about what subjects we would like to read. One key point that was clear to us was that applying to a
university was not just about the application form but the longer term activities you partake in, that will make your
application stand out and provide interesting material to discuss in an interview.
Although not all of us are still considering making an application to Oxbridge, those that aren’t still found it a
valuable experience as it has made us think more deeply about what we want from a University and the work
that needs to be done now to secure places on the more competitive courses. The trip certainly raised our
aspirations giving us a good idea of what is needed from us and how hard we need to work in the
following months before making the all-important UCAS application.
By Dave Rabbich and Tara Davies (Year 12)

See more news on the school website: www.cleeveschool.net
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